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General TCEQ Response: 
 
TCEQ appreciates all the feedback it has received regarding the Dona Park 
Neighborhood Assessment and the planned Pilot Study. TCEQ has considered all 

comments received as of September 15, 2010 and is working to revise the Pilot 
Study Field Sampling Plan to incorporate comments, as appropriate. Please find 

TCEQ’s responses to public comments below. 

Public Comment 1: 

The suggestion was made for split sampling to be conducted by EPA or another 
entity to supplement the TCEQ sampling. 

TCEQ Response 1: 

EPA has agreed to analyze split samples at their laboratory.  

 

Public Comment 2: 

Data should be more accessible to the public; will XRF data be released as 
preliminary data?  

TCEQ Response 2: 

Data will be posted to the project web page as soon as it is deemed usable and 

error free. XRF data must first be correlated with actual laboratory data before it is 
deemed usable. After appropriate correlation with laboratory data, the XRF data will 

be posted to the project web page.  

 

Public Comment 3: 

Will initial sampling be statistically significant? 

TCEQ Response 3: 

Statistical sampling plan will not be required to achieve the objectives for the Pilot 
Study. The sampling plan as designed can determine concentrations of lead, 

cadmium, zinc and other metals of concern without the use of statistics.  



Public Comment 4: 

A map should be compiled with all the historic data since assessment at Dona Park 
began.  

TCEQ Response 4: 

TCEQ is in the process of creating a map that shows the highest historical levels for 
each contaminant of concern at each property previously sampled. 

 

Public Comment 5: 

Is the Pilot Study an "experiment"?  

TCEQ Response 5: 

The Dona Park Neighborhood Assessment Pilot Study is not an experiment. The 

Pilot Study is using EPA approved and environmental industry tested sampling 
protocols to assess the neighborhood for potential metals contamination. TCEQ 

intends to determine the concentrations of lead, cadmium, zinc and other metals of 
concern as part of the Pilot Study. 

 

Public Comment 6: 

How can one person's yard be contaminated while their neighbor's yard is clean? Or 

someone's front yard but not their back yard?  

TCEQ Response 6: 

The ASARCO/Encycle smelter facility is the most likely source of potential lead, 
cadmium, and zinc contamination via aerial transport and deposition onto Dona 

Park residential soils. Highly variable concentrations can result from air 
contamination sources since a multitude of factors including wind speed, wind 
direction, and obstacles such as buildings, can affect aerial deposition patterns. 

 

Public Comment 7: 

Is TCEQ going to test anything on the interior of a home? 

 



TCEQ Response 7: 

The interior of homes is beyond TCEQ’s jurisdiction. 

 

Public Comment 8: 

How are activities at Encycle going to affect the assessment of the neighborhood? 

Is TCEQ planning to reinvestigate/resample after the demolition at Encycle is 
completed? 

TCEQ Response 8: 

As part of its oversight function, TCEQ will ensure that adequate air monitoring and 

sampling are performed throughout all demolition and cleanup activities at Encycle. 
In addition, emissions controls such as tarps, working under favorable wind 
conditions only, and dust suppression will be used to prevent particulates from 

affecting the neighborhood. 

 

Public Comment 9: 

How will air quality and groundwater be affected? Should the investigation focus 
only on soil? 

TCEQ Response 9: 

The Dona Park Neighborhood Assessment is focused on addressing concerns about 
potential remnant contamination from the former ASARCO smelting operations. The 
potential contamination at issue arising from ASARCO operations is limited to soil 

contamination based on our knowledge of historical operations at the facility. 

 

Public Comment 10: 

Will suggestions be taken into consideration in the workplan? The assessment 
should not be narrowed to 22 homes.  

TCEQ Response 10: 

TCEQ has considered all of the input received from the community and incorporated 
several recommendations and requests into the Field Sampling Plan such as 
performing split sampling, clarifying language, and including more lots. The number 

of residential lots to be assessed has been expanded from 22 to 57 residential lots. 



Public Comment 11: 

Is TCEQ expecting to not find anything?  

TCEQ Response 11: 

TCEQ’s proposed Pilot Study will expand and improve upon previous assessments 

using EPA approved and environmental industry tested sampling protocols in order 
to address community concerns about potential contamination in Dona Park. The 
Pilot Study does not make any assumptions about the lots to be sampled and will 

remain independent of previous assessments. 


